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ome Here. Go Anywhere. But where do our graduates go? Over the last 25 years, the University’s
Lighthouse Field Station has provided training opportunities for hundreds of undergraduate and
postgraduate students in marine mammal and seabird research. Professor Paul Thompson, who
established the field station, said: “Our long-term studies of Scottish dolphin, seal and fulmar populations
have underpinned numerous international collaborations and our graduates have developed careers that
have taken them across the world’s oceans.”
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shows the locations of some of the Lighthouse’s other graduates.

Ben Wilson (PhD
1995) Inverness
Ben was the first
PhD student at
the Lighthouse,
starting the
dolphin photo-ID
studies that still underpin its research.
Post-docs in Canada at the University
of British Columbia and Simon Fraser
University, also took him to Alaska to
study sea lions. After returning to
Scotland, subsequent work on the
environmental impacts of marine
renewables has led to his appointment
as Professor of Energy at UHI.

Simon Enderby
(BSc 1996)
Malaysia Simon
was one of the
first honours
students to carry
out his project at
the Lighthouse, tracking radio-tagged
harbour seals in the Moray Firth. A
keen interest in diving took him to
Malaysia, where he has built a
successful career as an underwater
cameraman.

Kim Parsons
(PhD 2002)
Seattle Studying
at Aberdeen on a
scholarship from
her native
Canada, Kim
returned to North America, and
investigates the population structure of
Pacific killer whales to support the
NMML Cetacean Assessment Ecology
Program.

John Durban
(BSc 1998, PhD
2002) San
Diego, California
After a PhD
studying
bottlenose
dolphins in the Moray Firth and the
Bahamas, John has been based in the
US, conducting research in killer whale
ecology in Pacific and Antarctic waters
at NOAA NE Fisheries Science Center.

Jason Baker
(PhD 2006)
Oregon Jason
carried out his PhD
on Hawaiian monk
seal ecology via
part-time study,
whilst heading NOAA’s Pacific Islands
protected species assessment program. He
continues to support the monk seal
conservation program, alongside field studies
of northern fur seals, and is a member of the
US Marine Mammal Commission's
Committee of Scientific Advisors.

Sofie Van Parijs
(PhD 1998)
Woods Hole,
USA Following
her PhD on the
acoustics and
mating strategies
of Scottish harbour seals, Sofie studied
inshore dolphin acoustics at James
Cook University in Australia, and then
arctic seals around Svalbard with the
Norwegian Polar Institute. She now
leads the passive acoustics research
group at NOAA NE Fisheries Science
Center in Woods Hole, working on
ocean noise and cetacean acoustics.
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Sarah Marley
(BSc 2007)
Curtin, Australia
Sarah’s honours
project was
carried out
alongside our
long-term dolphin photo-ID study in
the Moray Firth. After a MSc at St
Andrews, she volunteered on field
projects in Australia, and now works
within the Centre for Marine Science
and Technology at Curtin University.

Fernando
Trujillo (PhD
2000) Bogota,
Columbia
Fernando chose
Aberdeen as a
base from which
to do his PhD on the conservation
biology of river dolphins in the Amazon
and Orinoco rivers. He is Director of
Science for Foundacion Omache, a
conservation charity based in Bogota.

Lucy Quinn (PhD
2014) Bird
Island, South
Georgia Lucy’s
PhD on the
wintering
distribution of
fulmars took her to Orkney, Ireland and
Iceland. She recently headed south to
Bird Island, where she will spend the
next two Antarctic summers working as
a seabird ecologist for British Antarctic
Survey.

Saskia
Wischnewski
(BSc 2013)
Cork, Ireland
After her honours
project on fulmar
reproductive
behaviour in Orkney, Saskia carried out
fieldwork on islands in the North Sea
and New Caledonia. She is now
carrying out a Research Masters in
seabird ecology at the University of
Cork, Ireland.

Tess Gridley
(MSc 2005)
Namibia
Following her
MSc project at
the Lighthouse
and a PhD in St
Andrews, Tess has continued to use
the methods learned during her
masters to study a variety of small
cetaceans in Tanzania, South Africa
and Namibia.
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